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Background and Liturgical use: This is a setting of the ever popular passage from 1 Corinthians
12:31-13:13, most often heard at wedding celebrations. This reading is also one of the appointed
scriptures for the Fourth Sunday in Ordinary Time (Year C). In this passage, Paul concentrates on the
gift of love, the greatest of all the spiritual gifts, and an opportunity for all: Self sacrifice and service
of others is the greatest manifestation of that love, and this kind of love will never cease to be our
greatest calling as believers. _ .

Performance: [mportant attentiveness to the contrast between the verses and refrain is most.
important, not only in terms of the meter shift, but in terms of contrast in texturc and in the
communication of the text. The refrain in a sense is the “teacher” or “catechist,” clarifying the
challeriges and self-examination of the verses. The verses arc best when sung by a soloist, and it is
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